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Abstract 
Metropolis Shanghai has 23 million people and has a GDP over 300 billion dollars and is the most populous and richer, by the 
side of the two major urban poles of China: Beijing, north and urban agglomeration the Canton Delta -Hong Kong, south. 
Shanghai has become the symbol of modernization and increase of power China's after the economic reforms launch in 1978. 
With the opening of the enterprises for abroad and trade liberalization, China has become the "workshop of the world", and 
Shanghai is the main gate of this workshop, and the first terminal of the port -containers, in the world, as volume of exports of 
goods. The power of metropolis Shanghai is based on its ability to integrate direct and indirect areas of influence, which are 
developed increasingly more towards the west, vast and very populous in hinterland of China's continental area. 
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1. Introduction 
Metropolis Shanghai has 23 million people and has a GDP over 300 billion dollars and is the most populous and 
richer with the two major urban poles of China: Beijing, north and all the Pearl Delta Canton-Hong Kong, south. 
Shanghai has become the symbol of modernization and growth of Chinese power after economic reforms launched 
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in 1978; moreover, its former mayor, Jiang Zemin became president in 2003.  
 
1.2. A metropolis Chinese - the heart of development 
 
The town developed on a terrace, unfolded, "sheltered" by a small tributary - Huangpu - on the right side of 
Yangtze River, behind the river delta. This protects by the huge flood of the Yangtze River. The facade of the 
Chinese maritime Centre, Shanghai controls the delta of Yangtze River, which gives a huge area of action, 
especially as the river is navigable by vessels arriving by sea till Wuhan. 
  
1.3. Some stages of its development 
 
 The economic growth, demographic and urban Shanghai's always been about: a) the degree of openness and its 
international role of the colonial period, especially between the two World Wars of the last century; b) Western 
concessions; c) creating Bundle - alignment of large high buildings on both sides of the tributary Huangpu, Bund 
renewed in the early 1980s, in the post-Maoist and re-renewed today, through new reference construction piers 
which were added. 
During of the centuries the X and the XIII, the village Huating was renamed Shanghai, which means "sea" and 
has become an important city of China at that time. In 1842, was realized the forced opening of the port of Shanghai 
to foreign power, by the Treaty of Nankin. Then, from 1846-1914, the city is studded to foreign concessions from 
the major powers: Britain, France, and USA. The Port (Bundle) begins to flourish on the two sides of the river 
Huang Po. In 1921 was set up in Shanghai, the Chinese Communist Party (CCP), which is working since 1923 with 
the Kuomintang (KMT or Chinese Nationalist Party), collaboration which was developed only two years. Warlike 
expedition of 1926 against the Communists, aided and instigated by the businessmen in Shanghai led to a massacre 
of workers from Shanghai, which was considered Communists. Chinese urban construction has experienced 
profound changes over the twentieth century. Beijing, Shanghai and Wuhan have reached one million residents 
between the period 1895-1911, and the increase rapidly looming for Shanghai in the period between the two world 
wars of the last century. Shanghai's population was 4,000,000 inhabitants in 1936, and the Sino-Japanese war and 
civil war have enshrined the primacy of Shanghai's urban, reaching 6,200,000 inhabitants in 1953, compared to the 
capital of the young republic popular - Beijing, which were in the same year only 2.8 million people. 
Between the periods 1949-1980, was the economic development of China's inland regions to the detriment of 
Shanghai. In 1978, the Chinese government, led by Deng Xiaoping launched a policy of economic reform and 
opening to the outside by creating so-called Special Economic Zone (SEZ), which attracts foreign capital and 
multinational companies. In 1985 it installed the first container port in Shanghai port, and since 1990 we are 
witnessing the development of communication infrastructures and Pudong area. It's happening, what experts have 
called "flight departure" of the metropolis Shanghai. 
 
1.4. Shanghai - the desired metropolis 
 
In Shanghai there are prestigious buildings, huge office buildings or homes, villas in neighbourhoods west of the 
French concession period, the latter dating from the wars of the last century, during which the Shanghai has peaked 
of this century. Most of them are irrefutable testimony of the triumph of modern architecture, inspired deep by the 
Chinese architecture - for example the decorative motifs and the shaped of the roofs, in the parallel with many 
national and European styles. And so, Shanghai town has succeeded to display in fact an international modernity 
which rests permanently on Chinese own identity. 
 In 1920, almost 100 years ago, the concessions in Shanghai were inhabited and frequented by 98% Chinese 
people and 2% foreign people, which was represented by over 20 different nationalities. In the harbour (Bund), the 
metropolis was the most cosmopolitan. The economic boom began with World War I and was due not only by the 
large families of foreign entrepreneurs, as Sassoon and Kadoorie, also by the powerful families of Chinese 
entrepreneurs. The last ones developed mostly the industrial, textile and food sectors, substituting in that way the 
imports from Europe, which were blocked by the First World War, taking advantage by the security concessions and 
also by the location of Shanghai in the centre of the coastal facade of Chinese, at the mouth of the Yangtze River 
into sea. 
 In 1949, after the conquest of popular power in China, due to boom of the numbers of inhabitants and the 
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economic activities, Shanghai becomes the largest metropolis of Asia. In that time, Shanghai provided a quarter of 
China's industrial production, compared to only 5%, 50 years later, because in this period were developed especially 
other regions and special economic zones of China.  
 The climax of Shanghai's development in the twentieth century corresponded - paradoxically - with the 
period of decline of the Chinese state in the first half of last century. This great city has not ceased throughout the 
twentieth century, to develop continually and use own national promotion attempts to reaffirm it recorded 
continuously. The Chinese state has promoted development in the second part of the ambitious urban projects for 
Shanghai over the past century. The nationalist power of Guomindang have founded the "Grand Shanghai "in the 
northeast of the city, on the concessions which were founded here in the late 20s of last century. Through the 
impetuous development of Pudong area, the current governmental power, retake the symbolic development of 
Shanghai's, outside of the historic centre concessions, effectively doubling the built area of the city, by planning 
territorial of eastern tributary of Huangpu River Yellow. Until the handover the concessions from 1941-1943, the 
Shanghai city depended in a large part by foreign authorities. The Chinese state through nationalist Guomindang 
authorities, had taken in his administration just its urban peripheries: the old Chinese city and neighbourhoods in the 
north and northeast which had belonged of the international concession, especially French and English. The 
government in Nanjing from before the War Sino-Japanese has starting from necessary extensions of the city, in the 
integration of Chinese space and tried to recover the urban project of Shanghai's. Then it was proposed the project 
"Grand Shanghai", through the alternative construction of a new city centre in the north eastern city, downstream of 
Huangpu, to the Yangtze River Delta, under the total Chinese control, with an administrative centre ambitious in the 
form of Roman cross and a port which has been related with rail and road networks that can compete concessions. 
But Sino-Japanese war interrupted the developing of the project. 
Shanghai is a city known for business activities during the day, but it has a night life mentioned in the famous 
Roman dedicated Shanghai before 1949 - Minuit (Midnight) - by the Mao Dun, showing the business world and 
decadence of the capitalist city. Today, the literature, deals with the problems created by the city to urban residents 
"injured" by the cultural revolution of the 70s of last century, suddenly confronted with new rhythms of the city, 
with daily difficulties, absorbed by their dreams of climbing the social scale or human flourishing. 
The western heritage of the modern era (1842-1949) remain on the urban landscape through edifices sumptuous 
which highlighting the diverse architectural styles in the Port (Bund), along Huangpu River Gorge, buildings from 
which stands, especially buildings of the Bank of People of China, Peace Hotel, The Maritime Customs, 
Administration of road, Shanghai Bank, and old buildings housing and residential neighbourhoods, called Lilong, 
which are now fast disappearing. Footprint of the foreign countries is not finding only in shanghaiing culture, but 
also in the residents attitude for new things, towards innovation, to copy modernity influenced by the developed 
cities of Europe, the United States or Japan. 
The culture shanghaies is proclaimed fundamental that a modern Chinese culture. Municipal authorities and the 
local population constantly affirm their desire to innovate and renovate the town radically. As in the 20's of last 
century, the fidelity for Shanghai are to be found in promoting modernity based on the renunciation of old patterns 
and creating new ones where - starting from the millennial tradition of Chinese - it dissociate the identity of the 
monument of his materials . 
 
1.5. The transformations of the metropolis  
 
After 1990, the Chinese state has undertook the  further development of the metropolis Shanghai to enable the 
deployment of new areas of the specialized activities in the production of goods for consumption and foreign trade, 
one of the strengths of Chinese economic policy of the last 30 years. After that, the big operations for organization 
spatial urban of the metropolis were initiated and conducted by the authorities. In the old city centre - Puxi - central 
neighbourhoods has known a reorganization of the Lilong traditional sites ("islands" of houses and boutiques closed 
and protected, inhabited by several families), located in trendy neighbourhoods or with a strong tourist function 
Increase the city's population was made in a way poor democratic , the majority of the population - the poorest were 
forced and been removed from the population with money, from the city limits, the benefit of new social classes that 
benefit from economic reforms. Urban growth has been translated into urbanization of the agricultural areas on that 
have built new residential buildings, and important industrial areas, new campuses etc. 
The Shanghai city are extends today eastward, on the right side of Huangpu tributary, to the seaside.  The Pudong 
New Area is "modern window" of Shanghai, with its industrial areas open to foreign investors, with a new 
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international airport and a new train station, linked to the center with a magnetic suspension train, with the business 
district - Lujiazui, where are the numerous skyscrapers, of which: Tower Television with 3 balls already famous 
worldwide, called "Pearl of the Orient", opened in 1994 and  with 468 meters high ; Jinmao Tower, opened in 1999, 
whose slender lines are highs, are inspired directly by the elements of Chinese Pagoda, The Shanghai Tower of the  
World Financial Centre, which is near the opening to the final, which will be the tallest tower in the world. This new 
neighbourhood called Central Business District (CBD) is also a business district, composed of more than 130 
Chinese and foreign large financial buildings, head offices and representative offices of more than 35 international 
financial companies transnational consortia plus 4,000 housing service. All this leads to an ever increasing 
automobile traffic, the intersection of major motorways and rail lines and major rivers, which bring with them a 
significant air pollution and water. 
In Pudong, the new Bund district, situated on the right bank of the river Huangpo, the main street is 5 km long 
and 100 meters wide and divided into two business district Lujiazui. Also in the vicinity of Pudong district has been 
built a new airport and a new high-speed train station, Hongqiao, related to the old town by line no. 2 metro, and a 
new port - Yangzijiang (Waigaoqiao), and all these elements  of the specific infrastructure of the XXI century the 
areas linking Shanghai with development zones Jinqiao and Gaoqiao. Jinqiao have a group of the clean industries 
whose products are intended for domestic consumer market - microelectronics, telecommunications, household 
appliances from various cars, and Gaoqiao - have industries which developed products for export industries; a dozen 
multinational companies, the most famous, such as Hewlett Packard, IBM and Philips, are implanted in Gaoqiao-
Waigaoqiao. 
Now about 20 years, international experts did not believe in the feasibility planning of the Pudong area. Now, 
who sees the left bank of Huang Po (the dock bund) etc. the success of the Pudong new area or directly visiting its 
current achievements and sees prospects, realizes the success of the Chinese state, with local authorities in planning 
this territory, now a highly sought after by foreign investors that rivals the largest similar areas in the world: the 
Thames embankment in London or the Hudson river quay from New York. 
 
1.6. The world's first commercial port  
 
With the opening of the enterprises to abroad and trade liberalization, China has become and began to be called 
"workshop of the world", and Shanghai port is the main gate of this workshop. The its port functions experienced a 
strong development, which led him to become the first commercial port in the world, with 650 million tons exported 
in 2010 and the first container terminal port in the world, the volume of exports of goods.  
Compared to the strong increase of the containers traffic - about 30% annually - the authorities were forced to 
expand port facilities of the river from to the facade Pacific, wider, through building a deep water port avant 
artificial, intended to transit 25 million containers in 2020, on petrified islands of Yangshan, linked to the mainland 
by the longest bridge in the world (32 km). With a gigantic effort, the authorities  has retake  the river navigation on 
Yangtyi, from Shanghai to Chongqing, a length of 2,500 km upstream, for the maritime ship up to 10,000 tons. 
 
1.7. At the dawn of the twenty-first century  
 
Building the Shanghai and rebuild this great metropolis Chinese of the world at the beginning of this century 
remains a major project, which has already exceeded the drawing board of the architects. The politics ant urban in 
the first 30 years of the Communist regime and the will of the regime to transform cities Chinese in consumer cities 
instead production, has prevented several decades as Shanghai's to know a real space redeployment - outside the 
semi-failure of the cities - satellite - like modernizing its industrial park and estate. Privileged Communist power has 
directed more attention to the capital city - Beijing and has penalized the Shanghai through the tax policy very 
disadvantageous till the late 80s of last century. 
 After 1990, the Chinese state has launched the new project New Shanghai, which it must go beyond, at this 
date, of the dimensions of the city created by Guomindang in the 30s of last century. The current project provides 
for doubling the city on the proper surfaces, less exploited, at east of the Huangpu River and a renewal of old city - 
Puxi - through restructuring radical its network of highways and the architectural patrimonial already built, 
something that can already catch with the eyes even an unsuspecting traveller. Central government in Beijing and 
local authorities are directly involved in the project.  
 The central leaders, among them were the two former mayors of Shanghai - Jiang Zemin and Zhu Rongji - 
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has played a decisive role in their political determination for Shanghai's renovation and the project took advantage 
of an unprecedented national and international campaign.  The old city of foreign of the concessions became the 
privileged instrument of the Chinese state to promote policy reform and international opening. Official objective - to 
make medium to long term of the Shanghai one of the main cities of Asia and the world - has been achieved in the 
years 2000-2014 and the impetuous development of the metropolis in recent 15 years continuous... 
 The District Pudong, harmoniously placed on the right bank of the river Huangpu is an area specially 
designed to support central and local authorities. Chinese State offers foreign investors these modern offices, joint 
ventures and various services. Thus far, Shanghai, exceeds Special Economic Zones from the 80s of last century, 
becoming a powerful pole of development, well protected by the local economic infrastructure. The Pudong New 
Area's, built after 1990, is certainly the best illustration of this new giant project built by China. 
 In the 90s of the last century, especially now, downtown called Puxi, has multiplied its towers office 
buildings or hotels, the most famous of the world.  The Viaducts of the highways crossing  the city  from north to 
south such as Chengdu Street and east to west - as Yan'an road - or in a circle - Zhongshan Street. The Shanghai's 
residents are also today an educated population who are interested in literary or cinematic productions fashionable 
and everything is new. Shanghai has the famous universities, such as Fudan University, Jiaotong and Tongji 
University Technical University; they created the famous "Shanghai ranking" of the top 500 universities of the 
planet.  
 The oldest and numerous theatres and cinemas, which dates from the French concession, the city has added 
symbolic in 1988, a new opera, made from an international competition. Shanghai has linked the impetuous its 
development in recent years with the continental part in China. Furthermore, the modernization functional of the city 
it is accompanied by a symbolic modernization. The Shanghai Municipality has chosen to illustrate the renewal of 
the metropolis, strong architectural signs and symbols which are placed in the middle of the urban landscape.  
 The current Shanghai is a big metropolis on Earth, fundamentally integrated with a global economic 
system, a large continental growth pole located in front of the South China Sea. High-speed rail line Beijing-
Shanghai now allows the connecting of the two cities in just four hours, being operational in the first half of 2011, a 
year before the deadline. Work on high-speed rail line Beijing-Shanghai began in April 2008; the investment for the 
1300 km is 23 billion. New line carries 80 million passengers a year, double the number carried on the classical line 
1318 km, which requires 10 hours of travel, and speed of trains on the new line is about 300 km / h. In 2010 was 
held in Shanghai, one of the largest regular event on the planet, Universal Exhibition, which attracted reckoning him 
the Chinese people, tens of millions of visitors. 
 Taking advantage of its status as the island of economic freedom, the city has developed overflowing pace 
in the last three decades. With 23 million inhabitants and a staggering growth in recent years, around 15 % per year, 
metropolis Shanghai today contributes nearly a quarter of China's GDP and is one of the richest cities in country. In 
Shanghai's today are concentrated about 640 skyscraper and the other 300 are in various stages of construction. 
Huangpu River is the backbone of the city's Bund district, with its neoclassical buildings, somewhat reminiscent of 
the days of glory and decadence of the early twentieth century. The famous Peace Hotel, with its two bodies, one 
dating from the first decade of the last century, another by the late 20s, has been renovated since 2007. The most 
exclusive area of the Bund was reopened in June 2010 and re-extended with a several miles on the left, with a new 
promenade, equipped with modern shops and restaurants, opened on May 21, 2014, during a major international 
conference, occasion which China has announced it will buy natural gas from Russia worth $ 40 billion. 
 As a culmination and maturation of all these successes, the Chinese government opened in September 
2013, the Free Trade Zone Shanghai, an industrial platform 29 square kilometres with no restrictions on foreign 
investment and an enabling bureaucracy, the most important experiment economic of China's in the last 30 years. 
For starters, 25 Chinese and foreign companies have obtained licenses to conduct operations in Shanghai Free Trade 
Zone.  
Operating rules for the commercial area are focused on cutting red tape and removing restrictions on foreign 
investment in the services sector. Authorities use the free zone Shanghai to experience financial reform, including 
currency convertibility. The bank interests, from free trade area, are fluctuating free on the market without 
government intervention. The pilot project has the role of "lab" for financial experiments before they are then 
applied throughout China. 
 
Conclusions  
 The Power of Shanghai's metropolis is based on its ability to integrate the areas of direct and indirect influence 
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increasingly more towards the west, in the great hinterland and highly populated of China's continental area. 
Towards this area is now shifting economic goods exports products to Shanghai; area took part of its polluting 
industries, which performs an important part of world manufacturing output, heavily exported: a) Special Economic 
Zone Suzhou - produce about 25% of computers and 65% of portable serial manufactured in the world; b) the 
Wenzhou - produces about 50% of shoes and 90% of cigarette lighters used worldwide!!!; c) the Fenshui, which 
produces about 80% of pens of the planet. Shanghai has become, so, bridgehead of a region that extends west axis of 
the Yangtze River and a network of cities with industrial functions, tertiary (trade) and tertiary high level (finance, 
design, training) and communication (port, airport, train station, highways). "Identity shanghaies" is about the idea 
of this big city, which has become in the last 30 years China's largest metropolis. 
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